CRITICA SACRA; 






OR, A 



' ^-' 



SHORT INTRODUCTION 



T O 



HEBREW CRITICISM. 



f 

^ 



Sanftos aufus recludcre fontes* Virg. 
Spiritualibus fpiritualia comparans, VuLP^ 



^ ^ ^ 






^ 



LONDON: 

Pfinted by W. Bowyer and J. Nichols 

jMDCCI-X^IY. 



[ ii ] 



^^^^^ 





P 



R 



E 



F* 



A 



C 



E 






^J5#F the Eebrakal Reader 




•will give himfclf 



-li^'^^i* the trouble to obferve and purfue thefe 

Ihort Dh'eftlons, he will find his pains in 

a Ihcle time fufficlently and amply rewarded^ For 
he will be led hereby to difcover and to correal 
many Errours in the Hebrew Text, which no other 
method of proceeding can fo efFeftually enable him 
to perform. Nor is the benefit of the EngUJh 
Reader left wholly unregarded. If he compares the 
parallel paffages together, great light will break 
in upon him ; and what might appear obfcure in a, 
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fingle tiew, will often become, when read in con- 
junftion with its correfpondent article, clear and 

pcrfpicuous. 
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SECTION I. 



F'H^^^ T may now be affumed as an allowed 
I % Maxim — That the Hebrew Scriptures 





1H( )try have not reached us in that pure and 

ginally written — That they have undergone in- 
deed many great and grievous Corruptions, occa- 
fioned by the ignorance or negligence of Tran^ 

fcribers. 

Since then it is acknowledged, that Errours and 
Miftakes of various kinds have thiis crept into the pre- 
fent Text, the grand queftion is — By what means aro 
thefe Corruptions to be now difcovered, removed, and 
reftified ? In anfvver to which it may juftly be al- 

■ 

ledged, that we are providentially fupplicd with 
various means y which eminently contribute to this 
purpofc. 

But 
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But of all thefe means I fl]all at prefent infiil only 

on one ; which, though the luoft obviousy and moll 
determinate of all others, has yet been fomehow 

ftrangely overlooked ; or at Icaft applied hi a very 

impcrfcft manner. 

" Now that peculiar method, whic^h I would here be 
underftood chiefly to recommend, as well for the 
difi-overjy as the correBion of Errours, is — to com- 
pare together, in the Hebrew Text, the feveral cot'- 

refpondent palTages of Scripture; — noting their dif- 
ferences; — and then adopting thofe particular read- 
ings, which befl agree with the tenour of the con- 
text, and the rules of grammar. For the Hebrezv is 
a very fimplc, and a very grammatical language : thi^ 
anomalous words, obfcrvable therein, being, I think, 

for the mod part, nothing elfe but the errours of 

tninfcribers'% 



• '" How many words, atw^Tidous in the Hebrew Pentateuch, are 
right 'dxiA grammaikal in the iSahmntan! See Gen, xxiv. 14, 16, 
2?, ^5, ^7; xxxiv. 3, 12, &c. where the falfe Hekc-vj "IJ^JH 
is, unlverfally in the Bamaritan^ as it ought to be, n^l^Jn- So 
GcH, xlix. 20, where tlie Hehn~j: has n^Qty* ^he Samaritan reads 
irnkV^'^, Thus again, Nimk x\, 15, where th? Hebrew reads 
f)iit fpniinine^ with a majl'idluc participle, i\\zSamaritan has HnKi ^'^ 
the Rules of Grammar, and the fenfe of rhe Context, recjuire. See 
alfo Ben!. V. 27, But of fuch inftances there is no end. Nevcr- 
thelefs, this language, as every otmVi has, it mull be owned, its 



peculiar Idioms. — And therefore c^^ery deviation from the commozi 
Rules mufl not be looked upon as Fault:^ But the Moms are eafily 
difcovcrable. 

The 
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efpondent 



■will be found, on examination, far more numerous,' 
ajnple, and various, than mofl: Readers could, at firft, 

conceive. Tliefe double or repeated paffages may 

juftly be looked upon as different Copies of the fame 
Original-^Co^\^% of undoubted antiquity; and of ve- 
nerable authority : to the value, credit, and import- 
ance of which, no objeftions can be rationally of- 
fered. 
If thefe Copies then, or, to fpeak more properly, 

thefe parallel places were carefully confultcd, and 
compared together, the ludicious Reader might eafily 
collccT: fuch an ample (lore of ILdneio Clriticifms, as 
would not only do honour to his parts and learning; 
but alfo prove of infinite fervice to the caufe of Re- 
ligion, by correcting the Errours, and fupplying the 

Defect!;, of the prefcnt Text—iivakinj^ one part of it 

fubfcrvienc to the rectification and improvement of 
rmothcr. And rtie improvements thus made muft 
r.ccelTarilv appear the more (iitisfactory, as they were 
made by the light which Scripture allbrds, and Hand 
confirmed by Scripturc-auihority, 

Now as thefe parallel oxfimilar pafiages arc of dif- 
ferent forts ; and lie dlfperfcd far and wide from 
each other ; it may be of ufe to clafs them under 
proper Heads; and then fubjoin the fevcral particulars ^ 
under thofe Headsy in one united view before the 
Reader. — This will contribute not a little to the 
Author's eafe^ wdailft it ferves to expedite the Reader's 

rcfearckes* 

The 
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The Classes to which the parallel or correjpon' 

dent paflages of Scripture may be reduced, are thefe ; 
f. Genealogical R§giJlerSy MuJier-RollSy &c. doubly 

inferted. 

z^ Biprkal Narrations repeated, 

3^. Sentiments^ Meffagesy &c. twice recited. 
4^, Rotations made by one Prophet from another. 
5**. Rotations or Repetitions borrowed by tht fame 
Prophet from him/elf. 

Of thefe in their order. And firfl: of Genealogical 
Regiflersy &c. 



SECTION 11. 



f^Encalogical Regiflers are ahiaofl coeval with maii« 

kind, and made, in primitive times, the princi* 
pal part of their hiftory. The diftinftion of the 
two Lines in the antediluvian flate rendered them of 
great importance. From the old world Noah con- 
veyed them to his pofterity in the new : And, by the 
divifion he made of the earth, laid his fons under 
a kind of neceffity to regifter their defcendants ia the 
fame manner. 

After the ratification of the Abrahamic Covenant, 
thefe Regifters became, whether confidered in a reli- 






gious or civil light, of ftil! greater importance to the 
Jczvsi that is, tp the fons of Jacob? In a religious 

■ 
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View, they weie proofs (conjointly with other cir- 
cumftances) of the accomplifliment of the prophecies, 
promifes, and threatnings, relating to the different 
tribes, And, in a civil light, they were their Title- 

Deeds to their feveral Rights, Inheritances, and Pof- 

feffions. Hence then we may conclude, that the Jews 
were no lefs exaft in drawing them up, than they 
were careful in preferving them '-^ And preferve 
them, we know, they did, even through the confu- 
fions of the Babyloyiifi Captivity — as plainly appears 
from the exprefs mention that is made of them by 
Neheviiahy ch, vii. 5^ 



Under this Head the E-eader may compare 

1. Gen. V. 3 "-32. with i Chron. i. 1—4. 

2. Gen. X. 2—4 I Chron. i, 5 — 7. 

3.Gen. X. 6 — 8, 13 — 18. i Chron. i. 8 — 15. 

^, Gen. X. 22— 29. ... I Chron. i, 17 — 23. 

5.Gtrn. xi. 10 — 26. . . I Chron. i. 24 — 27. 



6. Gen. XXV. 2 — -4. . . . i Chron. i. 32, 33. 

7. Gen. XXV. 13 — 16. . . i Chron. i. 29 — 3/, 

8. Gen. xxxvi. 10 — 14, • 1 Chron. i. 35 — 37. 

9. Gen. xxxvi. 20 — 28. . i Chron. i. 38 — 42. 
lo.Gen.xxxvi. 31 — 39. \ i Chron. i. 43 — 50, 
1 1. Geu, xxxvi. 40— 43. . iChron. i. 51 — 54. 



■■''■ See 1 Chron. ix. i. And yet it mull be confeflTed, there arc 

i 

great and aTnazIng ditfercnces between them» as they now occur in 
v4i3erent part? of Scripture. This anicle deferves ieriQUS attention. 

B This 
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This feries the Critic may extend at pleafurCj by 
the help of thofe References which are placed in the 
. margin of our EngUJh Bibles. — I Ihall only fubjoia 

12. 2 Sam. xxiii. 8 — 39. . . i Chron. xi- xo — 47. 

13. Ezra, ii. 1—70. . . . Nehem. vii. 6—73, 

It lies not within my Syftem to note the Va- 
nations J that occur in thefe paffages ; or to make 
Remarks upon them. That work I leave and recom- 
mend to thofcj who are happily endowed with more 
leifure, and diipofed to try their ilcill this way. 

If, when they come to make the trial, they Ihoiild 

find themfelves greatly furprized at the frequent viif" 
takesy which appear in the Proper Names '•■' ; they 
will, I believe, be no lefs pleafed at being able to 
account for their Rife and Produftion. The mif- 
apprehenhon of fimilar Letters was certainly the 
caufe of many Errours : other circuniftances will 
account for more. But there is one circumftance (I 



'^ See a temarkable Differcucc in the Navies aiid Nn?der of 
David's Tons, as rccort^ed in 

rid 

I Chroii. iil. i^ — 4. and 2 Sam^ iii. 2 — 5 

I Chron. iii. c — 8.1 , « , 

^ f-and 2 bam. v, 14— 'lo, 

xiv, 4 — 7, J 



Compare alfo, with the like view of difcovering the Differences of 
the Names of Places^ 

Jofh, xxi. 1—59. and i Chron. vi. ^4 — 81. 

Other InOances (for they are ahnoft endlefs) the attentive Reader 
win eafil}' colleft ; efpecially from the Jountty'mgs of the Ifraclltes in 
the wildcrnefs. 

mean 



mean that of the Tranfcriber's cafting his eye, U'hen 

ihefame word occurred tiiice in a fliort compafs, on 
the wrong place) that has unhappily produced more 
grievous Errours than all the rcfl: put together 



/'/ 



d 



'ifti 



V 

An inftance 



of this latter fort may be feen in N^ 4. of the pre- 
ceding feries. In the genealogy of the line of Shem 

we read Geiiefts x- 22, 23. ^jt -(ij? jj^K >Ji1 \ D1KV 
i.e. ''And Aram: and the children of Aram; 
^* Uz, &c.'' And this was doubtlcfs the reading of 
the original Copy in Chronicles '^. But fome carelefs 



M 



firji 



thereby confounded the four following grandfons c^f 
Shem with his fons — And komfuch a Tranfcript the 

prefentText was unluckily printed off. 

The variations of the Number?, which are very 

remarkable in the Chapters referred to in the lad line 
of the feries, mufl be accounted for on other prin- 
ciples. But what thofe principles are, that will 

fairly and completely account for them, have not, I 

think, been yet difcovered f. 



^ This IS evident, i°* from the exaft co?iformity between thefe 
paffages, elfewhevc, throngliour. And, 2^ from the Arabic Vcr- 
fion of this very place in Chronicles, 

t Dr. Kennicott has made great advances towards it in his 
firft Diflertadcn, p, 06, &c. to which I refer the Reader, 

B 2 S E C- 
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SECTION III. 




HE Hiftorical Accounts of the Jeivijlo Itate^ 

F 

drawn up by Prophets or infpired Pen-men^, 
were carefully depofitccl in the archives of the King- 
dom — firft in the Tabernacle, and then in the 
Temple : ready to be produced and recited to the 
people, when tliey met together on the days of af- 
fembly. This I fuppofe to have been the cafe^ be? 
caufe I cannot otherwife underftand, how their 
authenticity could be well afcertained. But \Tben 
they appeared in the hand-writing of their feveral 
authors, or that of their fcribcs, the proof of their 
genuinenefs ftood clear and inconceftable. From thefe 

archetypal Copies were the feveral Books of Samuel^ 
Kings J Chronicles^ &c. fucceffively tranfcribcd :— but 
with what exaftnefs will eafily appear to any perfon, 
who gives himfelf the trouble to examine and collate 
the following Parallels, viz« 



1. 1 Sam.xxxi. I — 13. with i Chron, x. r — 12, 

2. a Sam, V. I — 3, • • r I Chron. xi. i — 3. 

3. 2 Sam. V, 17 — 25. • . I Chron. xiv. 8 — i^. 
^. 2Sam. vi. i-^ii. . . i Chron. xiii.j — 14* 
5.iSam. vi. 12 — 16. ♦ , i Chron. xv. 25 — 29. 
<5- 2 Sain.vi, 17— ij, . i Chron. xvi. 1—3^ 



7 



7. 2 Sam. 
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7. 2 Sam. vii. 1^—29. with i Cliron* xvil. i — ^27. 
8. 2 Sam. viii. i — 18. » . i-Chron. xviii. i — 17 



9.2 Sam. X. i-T-ip 



• • • 



1 Chron. xix-* 1 — 19 



10. 2.Sam.xi, i. xii.30, 31* . i Chrom xx, i-^-j. 
n. 2 Sam. xxj. 18 — 22. . i Chron. xx, 4 — 8. 

12.2 Sam. xxiv. i — 25, . 1 Chron. xxi. 



I 



27 



13. 1 Kings iii. 5—13 
I4» I Kings vi. i — 3^ 



• • 



• « 



2 Chron. i. 7 — 12, 
2 Chron. iii. i — 4. 



15.. I Kings vi. 19^—28. . 2 Chron. iii. 8-«i3. 

16. 1 Kings vii. 15-^22. . 2 Chron. iii. 15-^17. 

17. 1 Kings vii. 23—26. . 2 Chron. iv. 2—5. 

18. 1 Kings vii. 38-?— 51. . 2 Chron. iv. 6. — v. r. 



I9# I Kings viii, i — 11. .. 2 Chron. v. 2 
20. I.Kings viii. 12-^50. . 2 Chron. vi. i 



14. 

•39 



21. 1 Kings viii. 62—66. . 2 Chron. vii. 4-— 10- 

w 

22. 1 Kings ix. i — 9. . . 2 Chron, vii. n — 22. 

^ 

23. 1 Kings ix. 10 — 23. . 2 Chron. viii. i— lo. 
24. 1 Kings ix, 26 — 28. • . 2 Chron. viii. 17, 18. . 

2v I Kings X-. 1-^29. . . 2 Chron. ix. i — 28. 

26. I Kings xii. i^ — 19. . . z Chron. x. i — 19, 

27. I Kings xii. 21 — 24, ; 2 Chron. xi. i — 4. 

28, iKingsxiv.21,29— 31. 2 Chron. xii. 13 — 16. 

29, X Kings XV. 1,2, 7, 8, . 2 Chron. xiii. i, 2, 21,23. 
30. 1 Kings XV. 9-?"i5. • 2 Chron.xiv.i — 3.16—18. 
31.1 Kings XV. 16 — 24. . 2 Chr. xvi, 1-6. 11-14, &^* 

32. 1 Kings xxii. 2—35 , 2 Chron. xviii. i — 34. 

:j3. 1 Kings xxii. 4 1 — 50. . 2 Chron. xx. 31-3 7. xxi. i. 

34. 2 Kings viii. 16 — 24. . 2 Chr.xxi.5"io.i9,20,&c. 

35. 2 Kings viii. 25—29. . 2 Chron. xxii. 1—6. 



3 



6. 



17—20 
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36, 2 Kings XI. I — 5. with 2 Chron. xxil. 10 — 12. 
37.2Kingsxi.4 — 20. . . 2. Chron. xxiii. /— 21. 

38. 2Kingsxi.2i.— xii.2i. z Chron. xxiv. i — 27. 
^g. 2 Kings xiv. 1-— 6. . . 2 Chron. xxv. i — ^*.. 

40. 2 Kings xiv. 8— 14.I p, ^' 

^ o r 2 Chron. xxv. 17 — 28. 

17—20. ... J 

* > 2 Chr. xxvi, i — 4. 21—23 

42. 2 Kings XV. '32— 38. .2 Chron. xxvii. r — 9.. 

..2 Chron. xxviii. i — 27^ 
. 2, Chron. xxix. i, 2. 
37. Ifaiahxxxvi. i — ^^22. 
. . •^. Ifaiah xxxvii. i — 38. 
. • Ifaiah xxxviii, 1—8. 



4 
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43. 2 Kingsxvi. I — 20 



44. 2 Kings xviii. i — 3 
45. zKingsxviii. 13,17- 

46.2 Kings xix. 1-^37 
47. 2 Kings XX. I — ir 



fliaiah xxxix. 1-^8. 



■33 



48. 2 Kings XX. 12—21. .{ 

L 2 Chron. xxxu. 24 

49, zKingsxxi* i — 9. . . 2 Chron. xxxiii. i — 9. 

50. 2Kingsxxi. 17 — 26. . 2 Chron. xxxiii. 18' — 25, 
51.2 Kings xxii.. 1^—20. . ,2 Chron. xxxiv. i — 28, 

52. 2 Kings xxiii. I — 3. . 2 Chron. xxxiv 29 — 32. 

53,2 Kings xxiii. 21 — 23. 2 Ghron.xxxv. i^ 17 — 19 

T^. ." ^ ( z Chron. xxxv. 20—24, 

5/|.2Kmgs xxni.29— 30.^^ . ^ 

and ch. xxxvi. i. 



£!;.2Kmgs-^ . ^ y > 2 Chron.xxxvi. 2— 8. 
^^ ^ Lxxiv.i— 6. J 

5(5. 2 Kings xxiv.8 — 17. . 2 Chron. xxxvi. 9, 10, 
57. 2 Kings xxiv. 18 — 20.I Jeremiah lii. i— 34« 

xxv. I — 30. J 2 Chron. xxxvi. 11— 21. 
580 2 Chron. xxxvi. 22, 23. Ezra i. i — 3- 

* See alfo 2 Chron. xxxii. i— ai. 

Here 
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Here is an ample field for the learned Critic to 

expatiate in : and here is likewife matter fufficient to 

exercife his keeneft judgment. And, if he has pa- 
tience enough to allow judgment its perfeft work, he 

will be poffefled in time of a noble Colleftion of 

ufeful, Biblical Remarks. 

In forming thefe Remarks, he muft by no means 
look upon all Variations as lapfes or miftakes of 
Tranfcribers. Many of them are only different Ex- 
preffions of the fame things — and probably copied 
from different Accounts, For feveral Authors, as 
appears from the References made to them *', were 
often employed in writing the Hlftory of the fame 
Reign, And therefore it is not unlikely, that the 
Compilers of the Books of Kings and Chronicles 
(wliich Books are evidently Compendiums of larger 
Accounts) Ihould follow the diftion, fometimes of 
ovsy and fometimes of another Copy, that lay before 

them, as bed: fuited thek ftile or purpofe : — From 
whence it is eafy to account for thofe different phra- 

feologies, which occur in paffages otherwifc corre- 
fpondent: Though fomething, perhaps, flaould be like- 
Wife attributed to the genius of the Compilers them- 
felves ; who, while they retained the fubftance of 

the Hiftory, were at full liberty to vary and change 



* iQ,ron. xxix. 29. zChron. ix, 29— ^xii. i^. 
2Chron, xiii, 22. comp. with i Kings xv, 7, 
2 Chron, XX. 54, comp. with i Kings xxii. 4^^, 
2 Chrou. xxvi. 22. comp. with 2 Kings xv. 6, 
2 Chrou, xxxii. 52, 



the 
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the mode of expreffion, according to iheir own piea- 
fure. And yet, this liberty, it is plain^ they ulcd 

but very fparingly. 
For it is further to be obferved, that though there 

were extant /rc;^r^/ Hiftorles of the /^;;;^ Reigns; 
yet ONE of them feems to have been ahvays held in 
higher Eftimation than all the reft. From thefe moji 

approved accounts of every Pveign were the Hiltories 
we now have chiefly extrafled. That the Authors of 
Kings and Chronicles copied from the fame Originals, 
is evident from the thread and texture of the narra- 
tion — from that glaring uniformity of di^ioHy that runs, 
in the main, through them. And what deference 
they paid to thofe Originals, is manifeft from the 
agreement that fubfifts between them : neither of 

them prefuming to deviate from the Text or approved 

Copy ; unlefs the explanation of certain circui"n- 
flances required them to take in, here and there, a 

feleft part of the other Hiftories, that had been 

written in the fame Pvcign. 

There is one Difference indeed between the Lan- 
guage of Chronicles and Kings, refpefting the ineffable 
Name of God, which is apparently owing to defign ; 
and favours not a lltdc of fuperftition. The Dif- 
ference I mean is, that the name niH' ^^ ^^^P ^^ ^fi^^ 
changed in the correfpondent places of Chronicles 

into D^Hv^' ^^ ^^^^^^ ^^^^^ ^'^'^ Superftition of fub- 
ftituting D^iSk> ^^^ ^^^ mn* l^egan to take place 
among the Jews, I cannot pretend to fay. Perhaps 

tome 
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fome time before the Capdvity. After the Captivity 
it is generally fuppofed to have grown upon them j 

and to have induced them to fupprefs this facred 
name more frequently than before. An Hypothefis, 
which I cannot readily embrace, and for this reafon 
■becaufe I obferve the word m^' ^^ occur as often 

4 

in the books mitten after the Captivity, as in thofe 
that were penned before it. See particularly, Ezra 
and Malachi. 

But neverthelefs, there is, I muft own, one pecu- 
liarity in Ezra and Nehemiah, which (lill fcems to 
favour the foregoing Hypothefis. And the pecu-, 
llarity confifts in this— that what other Authors, even 

thofe who wrote after the Captivity ■-, generally ftile 

mn* n^lj ^^^^/^ exprefs by D^n^KH n'l> almoft con- 
tinually throughout their works. Is it a Cbaldak 
idiom? EzEKiEL often ufes ^j^^, where we might 

+ 

naturally expeft he would have ufed p^^n* — And 
EzEKiEL was a Captive in Babylon* 

Let me add here, as in a kindred place, atother 

peculiarity, confined to a book nearly of the fame 

date— which is, that the Name of God is not fo 
much as once mentioned through the whole Book of 
Esther, as it ftands in the Hebrezu. A peculiarity the 
more ftriking, the more we confider the Circiimftances 
of the Story. — What conclufion the Reader may draw 
from it, with refped to that Book, is left to his own 

" See Haggai ch. i. 2, 14. Zechap.iah viii. 9. This diiTer- 
ence of phrafcology between thefe cotemporary vVriters is, Icanfefsj 



fo me foinewliat ftrange. 
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judgment. And his judgment of it will not, I Ima- 
gine, be the more favourable, becaufe he fees the 
fuppofed defefts of the Hebrezv Text fo amply fup- 
plied by the infertions made in the Greek Verfion. 
It is the general Opinion of the Jewlp Church, 

and adopted by the Chnflian^ that the Books of 
Kingi and Chronicles were compofed by the fame 

hand; viz. by Ezra. But arc not the fore-mentioned 
Differences, refpefting the name of God (fuppofing 
them to have fubfifted in the firft Copies) plain^ in- 
ternal proofs of the falfity of this Opinion ? Sup- 
pofing them, I fay, lo have fubfifled fo early^ But, 
to fpeak freely my mind, I flrongly fufpeft, that they 
are of a much later date ; and took their rife from 
fhe foolifli fuperftition of comparatively modern Jews. 
A fuperftition that feems to have had fome effeft not 

only on thefe later HiJIancal Books, but alfo on the 

ffalmsy nndiCvtnQn\\\^Pentaietich: iox \}\t Hebrew 

has now the word D^nSs* i^^ feveral places through 
the Books of Mo-ses,. where the Samaritan Text 

reads n^n*- 



SECTION IV. 




Ertain Pfalms, Precepts, Sentiments, Meffages, 

&c. are, for their importance and other reafons^ 

often repeated in Scripture. Let k fuffiee to infert 

the following Examples :■ 

Exodr 



Exod. XX. 2 — 17. 
Levit. xi. 2 — 19, 
Numb. xxiv. 3, 4. 
Numb. xxiv. 9. , 
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I . Deut. V. 6 — 21. 

. Deut. xiv. 4 — 18. 
. . Numb. xxiv. 15, 16. 
, . Gen. xlix. 9. xxvii. 29* 



2 Sam. xxu. i— 51. 

I Chron. xvi. 8 — 22. 



f t 



Pfalm xviii, 2 — 50 
Pfalm cv. I — 15. 



I Chron. xvi. 23 — 33. . Pfalm xcvi. 1 — 13 
I Chron. xvi. 35, 36. . Pfalm cvi. 47, 48. 



■* 



Pfalm xiv.' I — j* 
Pfalm xl. 13 — 17. 
Pfalm Ivii. 7 — 11. 
Pfalm Ix. 5 — i2p 



• ft 



Pfalm liii. i — 6. 
Pfalm Ixx. I — 5. 
Pfalm cviii. i — 5 
Pfalm cviii. 6 
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Pfalm Ixxx. 3, 7, 19. . . Pfalm cvii. 8, 15, 21, 31 



Pfalm cxv. 4 — 8. 



» • 



Pfalm cxxxY. 15 — i8. 



Having delivered this Specimen, I Ihall leave the 
Reader to enlarge the Catalogue at his leifure. If 
he takes in th^ /mailer Sentences, Proverbs will fup- 
ply him with a good {lock — and the Pfalms with a 
larger. Numberlefs paffages, from the fornier Books 

of Moses, are repeated in Beuierommy, 

But it is of more importance to obferve with re- 
fpcft to the whole Pentateuch, that the Samaritan is a 
duplicate of the Hebrezv; and therefore of excellent 
ufc in adjufting the Text, Neverthelefs the Reader 
nmfl: be cautioned not to depend too much on the 



* This Parallel clearly fhews how improperly the Pfulma have 
lecu disjointed, 
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Samaritan 
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Samaritan Text of the En^HJh Polyglott ; for it is 



very incorreftly printed % 



► ^ 



SECTION 



V. 




N writing on the fame ov-fimilar Subjefts, the fame 

ideas frequently occurred to different Prophets; 

arifing, in all likelihood, from the fame reprefentatlon 
being fpirltually impreffed on their minds. Hence it 

is eafy to. account for that fimilar train of Thoughts, 
and thofe fnnilar turns of Expreffion, which occur fo 
often in the prophetic Writings. But- the Prophets, 
not only make ufe of fimilar Expreffions ; but ahb, 
in fome remarkable Prediftions, copy one another's 
Words — as will evidently appear from an accurate 
Collation of the following Paffages : 

Ifaiah ii. 2 — 4. . 

Ifaiah xv, 5. . . 
Ifaiah xvi. 6, 7, &c, 
Ifaiah xxiv. 17, 18. 
Ifaiah lii. 7 
Jer. X, 25. . 
Jer. xxvi, 18. . 
Jcr, xlix, i^ — 16. 
Jer. xlix, 27. . 



Micah iv. i 



3- 



Jer. xlvhi. 5. 

Jer. xlvili. 2(j — 31, &c 



Jer. xlvili, 43, 44. 
Nahum i. 15 — 
Pfalm Ixxix. 6^ 7. 
Micah iii. 12. 
Obadiah ver. i — 4 
Amos 1. 4, 



V 



^See The Origin of Printing; in Two Effays; Appendix, 



N**!!!. p. 140, &c. 



Habak. 
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Habak. in. i8, 19* . • Pfalm xvili. 33. 
Zephan. ii. 15 — . . . Ifaiah xlvii. 8 

Some of thefe Paffages, as they are often applied 
to different Suhjt&s, Critics may perhaps look upon 
rather in the light oi Adapt aiions^ than in that of 
Teal and formal Rotations. But whatever light the 
Reader is pleafed to take them in, let me entreat him 
to collate them carefully : for he will find, by expe- 
rience, that they are of truly great and important 
fcrvlce in confirming or correcting the parallel Texts 

The paffages I have omitted his diligence will fupply. 



SECTION VI. 




F the Prophets quoted from one another, it can 
be no wonder, furely, that they often borrowed 
from themfelves — or, to fpeak more accurately, that 
they were impreffed with the fame ideas^ and con- 
fequently made ufe of the fame language ^ on different 
occafions. All this, in reality, is nothing more than 
being occafionally confiftcnt with themfelves. And 

every inftance of fuch Iteration is a proof, that the 
Book, in which they are. contained, is tl^e genuine 
work of the fame hand. 
Whether all thefe Repetitions were purpofely made 

by the refpeftive Authors themfelves; or, whether 

3 M 



[ 



11 
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fome of them might not be unwarily inferted in two 
different places by the Colleftors of the prophetic 
Writings, is a Queftion that deferves to be ferioufly 
confidered. The faft, however, is certain ; as will 

readily appear from the Collation of the following 

Texts : 



Ifaiah 

Ch. v,25. Ch, ix. 12, 17, 21. Ch, X. 4, 



Ch. xi. 6, 7. 
Ch. xviii, 2. 
Ch. XXXV. 10. 



. Ch. Ixv. 25, 
. Ch. xviii. 7. 
• Ch. li. u. 



Jeremiah 



Ch. ii. 28. . 

Ch. vii. 30, 31. 

Ch. vii. 33. . . 
Ch. vii. 34. . . 
Ch. XV. 2. . 
Ch. XV. 13, 14. 
Ch. xxi. 9, &c. 
Ch. xxiii. 5, 6. 

Ch. xxiii. 7, 8, 

Ch. xxix. 5. 
Ch. XXX. 10, II. 



. Ch. xi. 13. 

. Ch. xxxii. 34^ ^i^n 

. Ch.xvi.4.xix.7,xxxiv. :o. 

. Ch. xvL 9. XXV. 10. 

. Ch. xliii. II, 
. Ch. xvii. 3, 4. 
, Ch. xxxviii. 2, &c. 
. Ch. xxxiii. 15, 16. 
. Ch. xvi. 14, 15. 
. Ch. xxix. 28. 
• Ch. xlvi. 27, 28. 



Ch. xlviii. 40, 41. • . Ch. xlix. 22. 
Ch. xliXi 19—21. . . Ch. I. 44—46, 



Ezekie! 
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Ezekiel 
Ch. 1. 15—21. . . . CL X. 8—17/ 

Ch. iii. 17—19. . . Ch. xxxiii. 7—9. 

Ch. xi. 18—20. • . Ch. xxxvi. 25—28. 
Ch. xviii. 25. . . . Ch.xviu.29.xxxiii.i7,20 



Habakkuk 
Ch. ii. 8 Ch. 12. 17. 



Zechariah 
Ch. iv. 5 Ch. iv. 13 



Jh 



W 



have not particularly fpecified. The Reader, how- 
ever, would do well to inveftigate them ; and pay 
a proper attention to them. For though Jhort, they 
are often of great importance in correfting and 
fettling the Text. Of this a curious Inftance occurs 
in Ezek. xvlii. ver. 25, compared with ver. 29. And 
alfo in Zechar. iv. ver. 5, compared with ver. 13, 
Many more, would my plan admit of it, might eafily 
be produced : But I leave them to the Reader's dili- 
gence. 



SECTION 
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SECTION VIL 




AVING thus affifted the HebraicalMczdcx m 
collefting and aflbrting his materials ; it re- 
mains now, that I proceed to direil him in the ufe 
and application of them. 

When he has fixed on any Parallels, let him, 
firll, carefully compare them together, and note down 
with exaftnefs every Variation, that is obfervable be- 
tween the Texts. Hereby many Corruptions may 
be difcovered, and the true Readings reftored. 

But as it often happens that one Hebrew Text is 
not fufficient to correft its Parallel, both of them 

perhaps being equally faulty, then let him, 2dly, 
confult the ancient Verfions with care, and fee what 
affiftance they may afford. For, as they were made 
from ancient Copies^ they often lead to truer Read- 
ings than thofe inferted in the printed Text. 

If thefe methods fail, let him, 3dly, ufe his judg- 
ment; applying to the Text the Rules of Grammar} 
and trying its fenfe by fimilar Phrafeologies- — not 

forgetting, that it may have been obfcured by Gloats 
taken from the margin. 

If the Text remains flill embarraffed, then let him, 
laftly, confider— That the Words may have been 

tranfpofed^ 
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tmnfpofedy or improperly divided — That Letters iliajf 
have been gdded^ omitted^ mifplacedy or altered, kc. 
and accordingly endeavour to re61ify the \\4iole.upoa 
that Confidcration. 

And that he may be the better prepared for this 

difficult branch of Critkifm, let me earneftly entreat 
him, to remark, and note down in a feparate Book, 

m 

all the Additions, MutationSf Tranfpofiiions^ &c. of 
Words, and Letters, which he obfervcs in collating 
the feveral PalTages, according to the Scheme here- 
unto annexed — by caftlng his eye on which, he 

may be led to redify an Erroilr, that might other- 
wife puz7.1c him, and give him trouble- 
Tlie various Reading that may be collefted (not 

to fpeak of the Erroufs that may be rectified) in thia 

way, are full as numercus as they are important^ And 

though, hitherto, they have been able to engage but 

little attention; yet I hope the time is coming on, 
when, for the credit of Learning, the ppport of 
Truths and the pcrfcdion of the Hebrezv Scriptures, 
fome candid and ingenious Critic will take the pains 

to coUecT: them together, and lay them before the 
public. In what form the Collation is to appear 
nuift be left to his own Tudr'ment. That which Dr. 

•J O 

Kexnicott has exhibited in his firft Differtationj 
p. 19 — 2475 is an exceeding good one ; and, in fome 
cafes, well worthy of imitation. But, if it fhould be 
thought loo prolix for the mere purpofe of collatingy 
1 will venture to propofe a more contraBed Scheme, 

exem.pUfied io the following Specimen ; 

D 2 Kings 
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2 Kings xxlv. iS, &c. and Jeremiah lii. i, 8cc* 
compared according to the Englijh Polyglotr. 



2 Kn!G» xxiv. 



Jeremiah lii. 



Various Readings. 



xnv, I. jlJti'l 

3. wanting. 

4. wanting. 

6. wanting. 



wanting 



wantnic; 



• * 



• • • • 



• t 



':'an 



wantlncr * 



8. n^^^ 



I 



«• nj^ntrn (In fcptinw.) 



I 



. -nn^mn Dna* 






I 



•imo DV 



12. "nJJ^J^l (Indecima.) 



* And yet tliis fentence ftood in tlie Copy from which th« 



Arabic Vcrliou was mack. / 'Ult m I co. 



2 Kings 
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2 Kings xxv. 



Jeremiah llu 



Various Readings. 



» 






• • • 



• « 



d t 



"l^Dn Vj? 



wanting 
1 4. wanting- 



on 



I ^.wanting 



wanting 



16. wantins: 



wanting 
17. wanting 






wanting 



4- TOin 7D 
. n'n7 



I 



•73 nt? 




• « 



• t 



# • 



18. npntan n^i 

19- D'SDH riKi 

nsnp 

■^ vnyi ; lino* ^s^? 

22. nnriDi 



nnniDi 



* How thefc words came to be wrongly inferred here, is evident 

ts any o{ie vyho confults the beginning of the next verfe. 

D 2 ^ Kings 
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i KrNGS XXV, 



Jeremiah 111 



Various Readings. 



iv.fnting 






■r 



wanting 



nnNn . 

, ti>Dn (quiaque) 




wanting 



J9. Kin 

ntyam (Et (juinque) 

^i3Dn • • • 

■ ^'n r • • 

W ■ • • 

^z-pw . . . 

r\V:^W) (Et feptima) 

iDbD . . . 

wanting . • 



\yant!ng. 



*> 



21. 



. nj?aK>1 (Et feptem) : 

13 b 
2/. nD''"i 

n^Om (Etquinta.) 



■^,What follows here in'Ki/i^s fi-oin the beginning of the 2i^ to 
the end of the 26''' verfe, is not to be found in the lii'' chap, of, 
j£re?n':ah-y and therefore Is not collated r" though it eafily might be 

ivith jcr, xl. 5, 7—9, and xli, i, 2, 

5 Kings 
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2 Kings xxv. 



Jeremiah lii. 



Various Readings. 



wanting. • , 

vn 



32. DM KDD7 7yaD 

33- TDD vja*? 



vn 



34 



iniD DT ly 



If the Reader fhould difcover any Omlffions or Er- 
rours in this Collation, let them Hand as Proofs to 
him, how difFicult it is for a fingle perfon to (oUatc 
with accuracy by hirafelf. 
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A P P E N D I 




r 



A Scheme of 



4 



Words 




aLldcd. Geii. Sec, 

omitted. Exod. &:c. 



j tranfpofed. Deut. &c. 
(^improperly divided — Ifa. &Ct 
aM'^^ in the Word- 
f / om'itte(^, in the Word- 



l^ Letters* 



K 



trmfpojedj in the Word- 
change^ into 
{ added 



:i\ 



omitted 
iranjpofcd 
changed into 



And fo on through the reft of the Alphahct 



Such a Scheme may eafily be filled up, as the Reader goes along : 



and it is fcarce poffible to_^c 
to him. 




t great ufe it will prove 
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